Make Health
Care Whole!

In this Federal Election 2022, Spiritual Health Association
(SHA) calls for an Australian Government investment that
enables Australians to have access to high-quality, safe
spiritual care by building capacity across the health care
system to recognise and respond to peoples’ spiritual needs.

SPIRITUAL HEALTH
ASSOCIATION'S

CALL TO ACTION

The evidence
is in:
54% of Australians would be
interested in receiving
spiritual care in the future. [1]
Australians believe
spirituality is essential to
wellbeing. [2]
People want their spiritual
needs addressed. [3]
The pandemic has led to
an increased interest in
spirituality and existential
questions. [4]
Spiritual care has a positive
impact on patient
satisfaction and health
outcomes. [5]

IN DEMAND:
One in two
Australians
want to receive
spiritual care
in the future.

SHA CALLS FOR AN INVESTMENT TO:
1. Identify all existing models of spiritual care in
the Australian health sector
$500,000 over one year to audit
current models of spiritual care
provision across Australian
public hospitals.
There are different models of
spiritual care provision in place
across Australian hospitals, but
there has been no research
undertaken to explore the extent
of the variations in workforce and
delivery of services. This is
needed to inform the development

of a consistent national model.
This project would answer the
following questions:
a. Where are spiritual care
services being delivered?
b. Who are the providers of
spiritual care?
c. How is spiritual care
delivered?
d. Where are the gaps in
delivery, practice and provision
in Australian public hospitals?

Spiritual Health
Association is the peak
body for spiritual care
in the health sector.
Our focus is on
advocacy for and
promotion of
compassionate,
person-centred
spiritual care in health
services.

2. Codesign a national model for spiritual care
in health
$1 million over two years to
codesign and test an agreed

care through a codesign process
The model will be piloted, and

model for spiritual care in the
public hospital sector.

revisions made through an
iterative process guided by

Unwarranted variations in service
provision are a risk to safety and
quality of care. Australians have a
right to receive high-quality and
safe spiritual care and to have
equitable access to best-practice
services.

codesign principles.
This project will be informed by:
a. A literature review (currently
in progress in collaboration with
colleagues from the University of
Otago, New Zealand)

The project will bring together
consumers, a range of health care

b. The above audit of current
models of spiritual care provision
across Australian public

workers, researchers,
educationalists, policy makers

hospitals.
c. A parallel process of codesign

and faith communities to develop
a national model for spiritual

to be undertaken in New
Zealand.

3. Build a National Spiritual Care Workforce Plan
for the health sector
$1 million over two years to
develop a National Spiritual
Care Workforce Plan (inclusive

process, to develop a
contemporary generalist and
specialist spiritual care

of public hospitals, mental
health and palliative care).

workforce plan. It will include
identification of the education,
training and curriculum
development required.

Implementation of a nationally
consistent model for the provision
of spiritual care will require
identification and development of
a capable and competent
workforce. This project will work
with key stakeholders as
identified through the codesign

The project will be informed by
national palliative care
standards, mental health reform
and workforce strategies, current
spiritual care standards, and
build on the outcomes of
preceding projects.

World Health
Organisation
defined the four
dimensions of
wellbeing as
physical, social,
mental and spiritual
health.WHO Geneva Charter 2021

IN ADDITION, SHA CALLS
FOR AN INVESTMENT OF:
1. $500,000 over one year to
pilot and evaluate the outcomes
of a spiritual care practitioner
placed in two Adult Mental
Health clinics.
2. $150,000 over one year to
expand the distribution of
spiritual health resources across
Australia to support the
wellbeing of the health
workforce. View our current
resource for health workers The
Little Book of Spiritual Health on
our website.

www.spiritualhealth.org.au
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