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“Seek God, and God alone …”
The rule of our community, The Primacy of Love,
begins with these words: Seek God, and God alone.
Why? Because that is all there is.
Nothing else matters or means anything
without God.
Our “mission” as a monastic community is to
make the desire for God the sole defining

purpose of our existence; and our “ministry”
within the church is to serve as a witness to that
desire. We do not engage in any other active
ministry than that – or rather, we may engage
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O magnum mysterium …

O great mystery
O magnum mysterium,
O great mystery,
et admirabile sacramentum,
and wonderful sacrament,
ut animalia viderent
Dominum natum,
that animals should see the
new-born Lord,
iacentem in praesepio!
lying in a manger!
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera
Blest is the Virgin whose womb
meruerunt portare
was worthy to bear
Dominum Iesum Christum.
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Alleluia!
(Traditional Christmas anthem)

In the words of a Christmas
antiphon, inspired by the well
known saying of St
Athanasius: “God became
Mary’s child so that every
child of Eve may become
God”. That, and nothing less
than that, is what we celebrate
and ponder during this season
of Christmas: the astonishing
claim that (in the words of
Saint Thomas Aquinas) the
“subsistent act of existence”,
Absolute Being itself, became
a human being; that the
Eternal Logos, Truth and
Meaning itself, became flesh
and blood; that the Source and
Summit of all Life lived – and
died – among us as one of us;
that God became a newborn
child, the son of Mary. And all
for love of us, that we might
become what Jesus is: one
with God.
If you seriously think
about it, this claim is
outrageous. It flies in the face
of all that we, even in our very
best philosophies and
religions, have ever thought or
believed about the “Holy /
Wholly Other” – never mind
what popular atheism and
superficial superstition both
imagine is meant by “god” (or
“human” for that matter).
In fact, if you seriously
think about it, do you honestly
believe that we could have
made it up ourselves; and that
rational, intelligent people,

much less sincere believers,
could ever have been persuaded
by it? And yet they were and
are: from Paul, the faithful
Pharisee, to philosophers and
scientists throughout the ages,
from Justin Martyr, the first
Christian theologian, to Francis
S. Collins, director of the
Human Genome Project. To us.
Popular religion (as well as
atheism) imagines that the claim
is simply another one with
which it is replete and familiar,
namely: that a god became a
man. But that is precisely what
the Christian claim is not. In
fact, rooted as it is in Judaism,
Christianity rejects all notions of
“gods” as beings, albeit
somewhat more powerful than
ourselves. Christianity, like the
other “classical theisms”, asserts
that the word “God” points to a
magnum mysterium, a great
mystery, that is more like “being
itself” than like “a being”.
And it is that Mystery that
becomes even more
magnificently mysterious as it
reveals itself to be that love that
loves us so utterly it becomes
one of us in order to make us
one with itself.
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Epiphany in pictures
Everything is flourishing
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in any and every form of
genuine service, within the
church and with respect to
the world at large as long as
it serves that end: the desire
for God.
The most concrete and
practical way in which we do
so is through hospitality. We
welcome anyone and
everyone who wishes to join
us for some time of quiet
reflection and prayer.
People come individually
and in groups; with their
families and friends; they
come as members of
churches and parishes,
schools and offices; people of
various religions and none.
All are welcome. All are
received “as Christ” (to use
St Benedict’s words, RB 53).
In the past year we have
been visited by, among
others, the Kingston parish
youth group (see photo next
page); led by our good
friend, Leanne Prichard.
They came to experience a
“monastic day” of prayer,
work and study. We prayed
first (and last); did a bit of
study of the scriptures and
had a good discussion; and
finally we did some work on
the land – after a very
pleasant shared lunch.
We were also visited by a
couple of theologians: Dr.
Joel Hodge, senior lecturer
at ACU (and one of
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Drasko’s former students), and Professor
William Cavanaugh of Chicago, one of
America’s best known and respected
scholars.
We also had the pleasure of welcoming a
Syrian refugee family, the Selbounds, during
Easter, together with our good friend
Catherine Sandric and her daughter Maggie
(both are also in the Kingston parish group
photo above, in pink cap and white beanie).
The Selbounds planted an olive tree near
our Oratory, as a sign of hope and prayer for
peace. We remember them, and the millions
of others who like them are refugees in this
violent world.
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A Tasmanian Mount Athos?
We’re no longer the only monks in the thriving
metropolis of Rhyndaston! A few months ago
another community of monks following the
Rule of St Benedict has come to town. Dom
Pius Mary Noonan (an American Benedictine
from the French Abbey of Flavigny) and five
young Australian men are in the process of
establishing “Notre Dame Priory” at the other
end of town.
Soon after we heard we would be neighbours,
we invited them to come and visit (they were
still living in rented accommodation in the old
presbytery in Lindisfarne at the time). We spent
a pleasant Sunday afternoon; and, as befits
monks, prayed together in our Oratory,
concluding with a beautifully sung Salve
Regina. We also gave them our “signature”
icon: the supper at Emmaus.
Since then our two communities have
become good friends. Seasoned Rhyndastonians

that we are, we were able to offer some help in
a few practical matters: where to get landscape
supplies, the use of our trailer for their recent
move, even some sewing of habits (one of
Drasko’s jobs in New Camaldoli many moons
ago), and tailoring lessons for Brother Bede
(give a man fish … teaching how to fish, etc.).
And they very kindly came and did some heavy
lifting for us: digging and collecting rocks for
our never ending stonework at Epiphany.
They also very kindly invited Drasko to
participate in the Solemn Pontifical Vespers
preceding the induction of their first novices
with the Clothing Ceremony at St Patrick’s
Church, Colebrook. A historic moment for
their fledgling community, which we were
honoured to be part of.
We wish them every blessing, and ask you to
join us in praying for them that they may
continue faithful in their monastic vocation of
following Christ.

Rule of St Benedict

Primacy of Love

“Let all guests who arrive be received as
Christ, because He will say: ‘I was a
stranger and you received Me’ (Matt
25:35). And let due honor be shown to
all …”

“They are first welcomed into prayer, the
sign of union in and with God… This is
to make it absolutely clear that guests
are entering a contemplative home,
because monks happily share their life
and work with all who seek and love
God ...”

Chapter 53

Rule of EMC
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Coming Events
Days of Prayer and Reflection at Epiphany
6 January, Our Patronal Feast Day (celebrating six years of presence in Rhyndaston, and eleven
since our arrival in Tasmania)
10 am start; 2 pm finish (shared lunch)
17 February, “Journey to Easter”: a Lenten day of prayer and reflection in preparation for Easter
10 am start, 2 pm finish (shared lunch)
19 May, “There’s nothing ordinary about Ordinary Time”: an opportunity to reflect on the
meaning of liturgical time, space and symbolism
10 am start, 2 pm finish (shared lunch)
1 December, Advent Preparation: a day of prayer and reflection
10 am start, 2 pm finish (shared lunch)
Of course, you are welcome to visit anytime …

From the North

Coming from the
north, take the
Stonor Rd exit off
the Midlands Hwy
about 8km south of
Oatlands; drive 8km
then turn right into
Rhyndaston Rd and
stay on it for 5.5km;
turn left into
Osbornes Rd and
Epiphany.
Coming from the
south, turn right
into Rhyndaston Rd
in Colebrook (NB:
keep to the left at
the fork in the road
about a kilometre
along) and stay on it
for about 10km;
turn right into
Osbornes Rd and
Epiphany.

From the South

