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Australian Quaker Earthcare Committee
The AYM Earthcare Committee has produced this Earthcare invitation for all Quakers in Australia

Earthcare Invitation
Consider Soil
Phillip Toyne (1947 – 2015) We celebrate the life of Phillip Toyne who was a solid Quaker Earthcare supporter. He was an
Australian environmental and indigenous rights activist, lawyer, and founder of Landcare Australia. He was the head of the
Australian Conservation Foundation from 1986 to 1992. He negotiated the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act and the successful native
title claim of the traditional owners of Uluru in 1983.
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Praying for all the organisms that make up our abundant
world, including those unseen within the soil, networking to
nourish and support our foods and health; we listen deeply,
extending our awareness of life all around us.
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At least a quarter of the world’s biodiversity lives
underground, the earthworm a giant alongside tiny
organisms, bacteria and fungi. These organisms, including
plant roots, drive nutrient cycling, help plants by improving
nutrient intake, and support above-ground biodiversity.
We bring our appreciation to this vast aliveness in which we
flourish.
We invite you to consider daily practice that also connects
with our precious earth: Listening to the Spirit
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• Courtney White wrote “Grass, Soil, Hope: A Journey
through Carbon Country”. She also offers an interesting
free downloadable document The_Story_of_Carbon.pdf
• “The Carbon Farming Solution: A Global Toolkit of Perennial
Crops and Regenerative Agriculture Practices for Climate Change
Mitigation and Food Security” by Eric Toensmeier
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• “Gathering Moss” by Robin Wall Kimmerer
•

Peri Coleman (North Adelaide meeting): “The reason salt
marshes are such good carbon sinks is that a slime grows
on the mud surface and that traps lots of little bits of dirt
and all of the carbon in that is buried, then more slime
grows, and because it’s grown in saline conditions it
doesn’t rot down and create methane. Consequently the
carbon that’s buried in a salt marsh can’t escape. Once it’s
buried, it’s essentially locked up for 100 years or more so
salt marshes are a very good carbon sink. The tide flows in,
the right plants grow.” (Taken from interview with Peri front page
of Quaker.org.au website)

And to watch: ‘Symphony of Soil’ – a
movie to rent, also available online

Quaker Quote
My relationship with the earth, my relationship with my community and my relationship with God
are all bound up together. What I eat, where it comes from, how I care for my back yard, expresses my
relationship with God as much as my attendance at Meeting for Worship on Sunday or my
involvement in political actions. Feeding ourselves in a sustainable way is a hugely spiritual and
political action.
Sally O’Wheel, Tasmnia Regional Meeting
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Consider the soil in your immediate vicinity, your garden, your
Meeting House. Is it muddy or sandy? What was the soil like before
you were there? How much of the soil around you is covered by
concrete, and can it breathe sufficiently? Are any of your practices
around soil contaminating, or beneficial?
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How does our cultural mindset direct our consumption, and our
idea of sufficiency? Mines and roads impact on soils to bring us
phones and computers and many new things in our lives. What
recycling, careful purchasing and composting practices work best
with our move to a life of simplicity and care for the earth and its
soils?
How can we improve our soils to make them more healthy and
hospitable and welcoming? Can we accept our soils the way they
are, seeing their abundance, without having to change them?
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Composting and seed planting are significant actions we can
undertake in our gardens. In bushland we can weed for invasive
species. Other ‘weeds’ can be colonisers to add nutrients and hold
soil against erosion. Soil erosion can be lessened by innovative
farming practices. Consider whether herbicides and pesticides are
necessary, recognising that some more that others have detrimental
effects on soil microorgansims, and ask: can I find an alternative,
earth-friendly way of dealing with these weeds or critters?
Is there one thing you can do on a weekly basis to help protect the
soil?
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Our soils are infinitely various, from sand in Perth to mud in
Victoria, red dirt, rocky and stony. Our environment where we live
offers us extremes and balances.
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The Mount Lawley Meeting House in an older Perth suburb, is
shifting from lawn and hills hoist to mulched bush garden. There’s
also a productive vegetable patch tended and harvested by fFriends.
Henry Espenshade has led the greening of the block, to everyone’s
benefit, including Quaker Service Australia from the sales of
bagged compost.
Our compost recipes are varied and many. Would you like to share
yours with the rest of AYM at our next Yearly Meeting in
Adelaide?
In what ways does your meeting celebrate the soil on which it
meets?
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Australian Friends are involved in earthcare in many ways: individually, in our Meeting Houses, and in activities out in the wider
community. You can read a view of Quakers on earthcare on the Quaker’s website by going to www.quakers.org.au . Be in touch
with us at earthcare@quakers.org.au We look forward to sharing with Friends more of our investigations and contemplations!

