
Regrettably, religion has become or is used as a source of all conflict and 

animosity towards each other.  King Abdullah II of Jordan, on September 23, 

2010,in proposing a World Interfaith Harmony Week at the Plenary Session of 

the 65th United Nations General Assembly in New York said:  

It is [also] essential to resist forces of division that spread 

misunderstanding and mistrust especially among peoples of 

different religions. The fact is, humanity everywhere is bound 

together, not only by mutual interests, but by shared 

commandments to love God and neighbour; to love the good 

and neighbour. 

Religion plays a very crucial and central role in life. Religion guides us to the 

path of honesty, integrity, and high morals and inspires us to live a righteous 

life. Many people around the world are guided by their religion to keep 

themselves away from evil................ and do good. 

At various points in time, many Prophets, Saints and religious leaders have 

appeared to teach us the true meaning of religion and guided us to live a 

noble life. Holy books inspire us to keep away from evil and live a life of 

good deeds. 

 But a close look at the history of the world demonstrates that many people 

for their own vested interest have misused religion. Some still do, with tragic 

results.  These people divide society in the name of religion, for their own 

vested interest.  

Religious intolerance in society has created many problems– millions of 

people have been killed; many people are discriminated against every day, if 
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not murdered because of their religion; many nations have been divided on 

religious lines. There is much discord in the world. 

 Religious harmony holds the key to a peaceful and progressive world.  The 

Holy Books of all religions are filled with Divine knowledge and guidance. If 

we are religiously tolerant and study these holy books and practise their 

teachings in our daily life then not only here in Australia but our world can 

be religiously harmonious society. 

 Let us work together to create a religiously harmonious society by knowing 

and practising our own faith while respecting that of others. 

Religious Harmony holds centre stage for peace and prosperity in our multi-

faith and multi-cultural world. Let’s pledge to love and respect everyone in 

the world, irrespective of, and indeed specifically because of one’s religion. 

The basis for Interfaith Harmony stems from humanity which is 'Love of God 

and Love of the Neighbour' or 'Love of the Good and Love of the Neighbour'.  

Let’s pledge to work together in the interests of Australia and the world, 

towards bringing Religious Harmony, the vision, the objectives and the 

purposes of Canberra Interfaith Forum. 

 

  


