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YOUTH CONSULTATION MEETING 
DRAFT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 The Asia and the Pacific Interfaith Youth Network (APIYN) is a regional body of interfaith youth 
leaders representing national chapters and pan-Asian organizations. A part of the larger Global Interfaith 
Youth Network (GIYN), APIYN works to advance peace and promote the mission of Religions for Peace in 
the national, regional, and international level. 
  
 Established in 2005 in Ambon, Indonesia, the APIYN has continued to expand both its involvement 
and its actions aligned with the action plans of Religions for Peace Asia and Religions for Peace 
International. Youth leaders have been involved and continues to work on projects and programs that 
promote our shared vision of peace. These actions have involved hundreds of young people across nations 
and religions. 
 
 True to its mission of harnessing the energy and commitment of the youth, APIYN serves not just 
as a space for young leaders to collaborate, but also as a training ground to empower youth leaders for 
future leadership. Through the APIYN, young leaders from across Asia and the Pacific have made 
significant impact in their areas of work, inspiring other young people of different faiths towards common 
actions. 
 
APPROACH 
 
 The Youth Pre-Consultation Meeting was convened during the Asia Regional Consultation in 
Yangon, Myanmar on 4 to 7 March 2019. The meeting was participated by 25 youth leaders and 
representatives from India, Japan, Myanmar, Nepal, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. The meetings 
were moderated by Mr. Takashi Hashimoto (APIYN Vice-Moderator; Japan; Buddhism), Ms. Meera Lwin 
Mar Oo (Youth Representative from RfP Myanmar; Buddhism); Mr. Shameer Rishad (Youth 
Representative from RfP India; Islam), and Ms. Laida Musa (Youth Representative from the Tri-People 
Youth for Change, Mindanao; Islam). Mr. Renz Christian Argao (Chair of Youth Committee of RfP 
Philippines), Mr. Christopher Zefting (RfP International Program Associate for Youth and Networking), and 
Ms. Chandari Santosh (Youth delegate from RfP Myanmar) assisted as co-facilitators of group sessions. 
 
 Our meeting was inclusive and participatory, with the moderators facilitating the discussion of 
issues, challenges, and opportunities through interactive group activities and discussions. All participants 
were given opportunities to share their experiences and stories, discuss issues and challenges, and plan 
actions that can address the issues we face. 
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DISCUSSION OF THE THEME AND SUB-THEMES 
 
 Issues and Challenges 
 We, young people from across Asia, come from different religions but we share common 
experiences that have affected our lives and have influenced the course of our development. These 
common experiences also speak of our shared struggle given the issues that are happening in our own 
countries, in the Asia-Pacific region, and in the Global community. We may differ in the kinds of struggles 
and issues we face, but we all believe that these issues affecting our communities today can destroy our 
future. 
 
 We share common experiences of conflict, violence, terrorism, abuse, and human rights 
violations. Intrastate conflicts have caused many people, including our fellow youth, to be displaced from 
their communities and worse, to be harmed or even die. Interstate conflicts due to territorial disputes, 
political instability, and misunderstanding pose a threat to our future and security. We recognize that 
religion has been used as a means to justify the violence, and that religious differences are root causes of 
these conflicts. However, we strongly condemn the use of religion to justify violence and we believe that 
these are more than just religious issues. We believe that political, systemic, and even personal motives 
are the cause of these conflicts. Governments, state actors, non-state actors, the media, and individuals 
with vested interests are the actors that drive conflict.  
 
 We also share common challenges in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Many of our 
countries still face poverty and hunger, a lot of people across Asia have no access to education, healthcare, 
clean and sanitary water, security, and safety. All forms of discrimination, inequality, and injustice exists 
and causes suffering.  
 

We discussed common experiences of injustices in many parts of Asia. Injustices exist in forms of 
discrimination, segregation, and inequality. Religious minorities in some parts of Asia experience 
oppression and violence. There is so much corruption in many parts of Asia, with some governments 
abusing their power which creates inequalities and can affect women and the youth. These problems 
cause political instability or political issues where in some parts of Asia, have cause the weakness of the 
law, created a culture of impunity, and has affected the most vulnerable members of society. 
 

In the poor countries across South and Southeast Asia, migration can lead to challenges and 
problems. People and communities migrate because of on-going oppression and violence. Some are 
forced out of their communities due to armed conflicts, land-grabbing, and injustices. Another problem is 
when refugees and migrants face rejection or difficulties in finding a community they can seek security 
and support from. Migration and displacement of people have caused humanitarian crises in the Asian 
region and in the global level. 
 

Human trafficking is also a major issue in many countries in Asia, as women are trafficked for 
sexual labor, slavery or forced labor, or fixed marriages. The vulnerabilities of women in poor or 
developing countries are taken advantage of by syndicates who offer promising careers or employment 
opportunities. 
 

We believe that while we have freedom of religion and belief, in some of our neighbors, their 
beliefs and practices can lead to persecution. Religious minorities have been discriminated, oppressed, 
and even killed because of their beliefs and practices. For example, religious clothing already leads to 
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discrimination. There are Muslim women, for example, who face unequal employment opportunities or 
educational opportunities based on them wearing their hijab. People from other religions who do not 
understand the practices and traditions of other religions may consider these as oppression, too.  
 
 We are also one of the most vulnerable in the impacts of Climate Change. In some parts of Asia, 
typhoons have become stronger and deadlier. Air pollution have caused health problems to our neighbors 
and fellow youth. Our waters have been polluted, killing marine ecosystems. We recognize the challenges 
on moving towards sustainable energy and living. We face the challenge of reducing our carbon footprint. 
We believe that if we do not act now to protect the Earth, we will lose our common home. 
  

Role of Religions and the Youth 
We recognize the key role of religions and religious communities in addressing the various 

conflicts and challenges that we face. Our religious texts and scriptures teach peace and it is through these 
that our values emanate. Our religions guide our lives and it unites and binds us. Religious communities 
have influence over people and societies, with Religious leaders having greater influence over 
communities, governments, and systems. We recognize the important role of religious education and 
interreligious dialogue in conflict transformation, advancing positive peace, promoting just and 
harmonious societies, working for sustainable and integral human development, and protecting the Earth.  

 
We also recognize the role that we, the youth, play in transforming conflict. With the energy of 

the young people, we can work towards raising awareness and educating people regarding the causes of 
conflict and what actions we can take. We can also educate others about diversity and how we can respect 
our individual differences. We are now aware of global and national issues because of our exposure on 
social media. Through this connectivity, we can trigger a movement towards peace. 

  
The youth today is more connected that ever. The continuous advances in technology have 

allowed us to communicate and be connected through social media and the internet. A big number of the 
youth are connected in various forms of social media and most rely on these platforms to get information 
about what is happening in their communities and in the world. We recognize that by using this 
connectivity, we can easily educate and empower the youth from anywhere in Asia and raise awareness 
on how we can transform conflict. The youth is indeed the future, if the youth is given the opportunity, 
support, and autonomy, we can do more to contribute in making this world a better place. 

 
Mobilizing Actors for Peacebuilding 
In terms of resources, several organizations, such as Religions for Peace already provides the 

material, human, and structural resources needed in conflict transformation.  However, we believe that 
much is needed in providing the support and resources for the youth to also contribute towards conflict 
transformation. We have the numbers in terms of personnel but the challenge is in mobilizing the young 
people to take common action. This is where senior religious leaders, and men and women of faith can 
support the youth. 

 
In terms of funding, the youth of Asia have been supported by funding opportunities available on 

both the Asian and Global levels. Religions for Peace Asia and the APIYN have grants every year for youth 
projects that aim to contribute to RfP’s mission. In the International level, the International Secretariat, 
through the Global Interfaith Youth Network, offers grants to also support projects by the youth. In some 
areas, the youth committees are able to source funding from partner organizations and even government 
support. We do recognize the need to add more funding to help us create opportunities for the youth to 
be more involved in global, regional, and national issues. 
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In terms of skills, we need to work towards religious literacy and education, to help us understand 

not just our own religions but also other people’s religions. We need to be more educated on issues 
affecting us. We need to learn skills that can allow us to respond and act on solutions to these challenges. 
 
MAPPING OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC INTERFAITH YOUTH NETWORK 
 
 Across Asia and the Pacific, there are 16 National Chapters that have established youth networks 
and youth committees. Among the established and active youth committees that are affiliated with the 
APIYN includes Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, South Korea, and Thailand.  
 
 These 16 national youth committees are also well represented in terms of religion, region, and 
gender. The multi-religious nature of these chapter is evidenced by the presence of youth representatives 
in the committees coming from various religions such as Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, 
Islam, and Shinto.  
 
 Youth networks in different countries are also from the partnerships established by RfP youth 
networks. Among the partnerships we have include the Focolare Movement, Buddhist organizations, 
Islamic youth organizations, universities, UN agencies, councils of churches, and centers on interfaith 
dialogue and spirituality. Our work spans across the five sub-themes of the World Assembly, through 
project and programs that addresses the issues and challenges we face. 
  
 
APIYN AND ITS CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGIONS FOR PEACE MOVEMENT 
 
 We believe that APIYN has played a key role in advancing the mission of Religions for Peace by 
inspiring common actions among the youth. We may be young individuals, but we have demonstrated 
that our dedication and commitment have fueled our passion to make the world a better place for all 
people. Our energy and strength have brought activities and programs across nations that have helped 
young people and empowered them to work collaboratively for our shared vision of peace.  
 
 We believe that the support given to us by our senior leaders is important. We believe that by 
giving the youth opportunities and opening doors for us can help us achieve so much more. We believe 
that a good balance of autonomy and guidance is needed for us to grow and develop into the future 
leaders we all hope to become. 
 
 Many might question if we are the hope of the future. We believe that the youth is the hope of 
the future, but we call on our religious leaders and women and men of faith to work with us and for us to 
protect the future we face.  
 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
 In conclusion, we young people from across Asia have recognized that our common experiences 
of struggle, conflict, violence, and injustices, as well as problems that affect our development have are 
influenced by political, systemic, and personal motivations. We believe that misunderstanding of our 
differences in religions and beliefs have worsened the issues and problems we face. We believe that the 
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religions play a big role in addressing these conflicts and that young people like us can also contribute to 
address theses issues in order to secure our future. We hereby make the following recommendations: 
 

• We hope that religious leaders use their influence to advance peace and that they unite to 
transform conflicts in the Asian Region; 

• We ask that religious communities start a movement on peace education, religious literacy, 
and interreligious education to help the people understand our religious practices, beliefs, 
and traditions; 

• We humbly ask that our senior religious leaders open doors of opportunities for us young 
people to act and contribute to addressing the problems we have; 

• We hope that our organizations recognize that with little resources, much has been done by 
the youth chapters; and we hope that if we are given a bit more resources, material, 
structural, and personal, we may be able to do more; and, 

• We implore that the generations before us realize that many of the problems that we face 
now are problems that we were born into, and we ask all of you to act now to protect not just 
our common home today, but also our future and the future of generations to come. 

 
We face many challenges and issues that threaten our future. The tasks before us is unimaginable. 

The struggles, unbearable. However, we young people believe that with the friendship that connects us 
is a strong foundation on which we rebuild our future. We hold on our religious convictions that we can 
overcome all of these challenges. We commit to our moral and ethical responsibilities to act towards our 
vision of peace. 


