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Introduction 

We are in a state of deep and deepening crisis.  

The self-understanding of mainstream Christian communities, and claims they make of 
priority status, have influenced alliances between their institutions and various military and 
political powers and resulted in the long-running pattern of exploitation, oppression and 
religious disputation and conflict in both the Old World and the New World. However in 
recent years it has also caused open conflict on a massive scale in a number of countries 
and is contributing to an inversion of authority relationships between the White Western 
Christian Bloc of countries, (WWCB), and the World Majority Peoples, (WMP).  

On the basis of global population, the relationship between the White Western Christian 
Bloc and the World Majority Peoples is shown in this chart. It is barely one fifth of the world 
population, but it has dominated world affairs during a critical phase of humanity’s 
communal and ethical evolution. 

 

In its current early phase, this inversion is already becoming traumatic for the West and this 
leads to social tension that encourages resistance to change and deepens conflict. The 
inversion cannot be reversed but if it is properly understood and if the Western World 
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modifies its policies it can be managed with less trauma while the World Majority Peoples 
benefit progressively.  

There is no quick fix solution to the crisis, and the threat to the human future will remain, 
unless and until religious disputation is resolved. The focal point of crisis is the city of 
Jerusalem, and the communities directly involved are those of the three Abrahamic faiths: 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  Comprehensive reappraisal of the theological concepts 
around which those faiths divide is therefore vital. However, because of complex 
interactions, people of all world faiths are now affected by the crises and therefore they are 
entitled to participate in the reappraisal and must be invited to do so.  

This chart shows the global relationship between the Abrahamic faiths as a group and all 
other peoples. The circumstances in which that group has gained dominance is outlined 
here and is discussed in greater detail in the later section headed ‘Historical background.’ 

 

The three primary Abrahamic communities that are shown in this study to be partners with a 
common fundamental obligation have shown by their history, self-understanding and 
interaction that they are not capable of resolving the crisis on their own.   Their self-
understandings are so deeply ingrained that while they are now prepared to encourage and 
take part in interfaith dialogue programs, it has been a long slow process to get to this 
stage. Every new outbreak of religion-related violence leads to an elevated level of interfaith 
dialogue activity but the hierarchy of the Abrahamic faiths are fearful of the outcome of 
reassessment, reluctant to undertake it on their own, and unwilling to initiate it in 
collaboration with scholars of other faiths. This is confirmed by a number (but not all) of my 
conversations with clergy and scholars in tier-one leadership positions. It is therefore vital, in 
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my view, that a Global Council on Religion, Culture and the Human Future, (GCRCH), be 
established to ensure that all world faiths can be involved in a comprehensive ongoing 
program of research and consultation in intimate collaboration.   

This does not mean that the world should or will move towards one religious amalgam. The 
circumstances in which each faith was called into existence, and an examination of the 
nature and consequences of linked aspects of the covenants to which they are subject 
shows that to confirm their validity, to contribute to progress as partners, and to 
demonstrate the reality of both the Divine Presence and the reality of irrevocable perpetual 
divine covenants, they will retain their separate identities.  However it is inevitable that they 
will recast or repudiate many beliefs, creedal statements, attitudes, policies and practices 
that have resulted in, or at least contributed to, the current situation. 

Crisis after crisis has deepened during the past three generations because challenges to 
the dominant developed self-understandings, policies and conduct of our communities have 
either been ignored or suppressed. Unfortunately, those who benefit from current 
exploitative or hegemonic policies, and who wish to protect the reputation and status of their 
particular religion, or place the blame on others, are eager to take advantage of claims that 
religion has had very little, if any, influence on conflict or deepening of the crises. 

The primary methodologies applied in research for this paper have been sociological 
assessment, historical criticism and theological analysis in the service of progressive 
religious understanding, development and interaction. 

It is apparent from that research that, in current circumstances, world political and industrial 
leaders are incapable of resolving the crises and that a system or a procedure must be 
developed as a matter of the greatest urgency to influence their decision-making and 
conduct. Thus, in view of the unwillingness of clergy and in-house scholars to initiate a 
program of reassessment, a proposal for the establishment of a Global Council on Religion, 
Culture and the Human Future is set out in this paper. To provide perspective for that 
proposal an explanation of the terms ‘White Western Christian Bloc’ and ‘World Majority 
Peoples’ is necessary.  

The White Western Christian Bloc, (WWCB), is a group of countries whose heritage is 
European, whose culture and communal conduct are based on the teachings of one or 
another of the streams or denominations of Christianity, and who have a record of 
exploitation and oppression of colonial subjects and in their trading practices. They have 
built their wealth and power on the resources and efforts of subject peoples who have been 
demeaned and their cultures and religions denigrated.1  When their capacity to continue 
that pattern of exploitation is lost, their ability to maintain their status is also lost. Domestic 
buying power falls, services and infrastructure deteriorate, high levels of employment can 
only be maintained by developing new enterprises or by reverting to manual instead of 
highly mechanized functions. Social stability is undermined, and communal conflict and 
increased crime is to be expected. These consequences are already being experienced. 

                                                        
1 John Rapley, "The Decline of the West? Been There, Done That,"  ISN ETH Zurich (2016), 
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/layout/set/print/content/view/full/24620?lng=en&id=192149. 
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As well as all of the countries of Europe that have had colonies or responsibility for 
mandated territories the WWCB includes the United States and the white-dominated former 
British dominions of Australia, Canada and New Zealand. The non-colonizing countries of 
Europe do not have such a record, but they are caught in deepening antagonism towards 
the WWCB by virtue of their geo-political integration in Europe and their membership of 
alliances or organizations such as the European Economic Area, (EEA), and the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, (NATO), that may include lofty statements of peace and 
cooperation in their charters but which are established essentially to preserve the positions 
of power and privilege that the WWCB has gained as a consequence of its former or current 
policies. 

The WWCB does not include all countries that are commonly referred to as ‘white’ or 
Caucasoid and that dominate the region that extends north from Somalia and Mauritania in 
Africa, encompasses all of Europe, and West and Central Asia to the Bering Strait and 
includes the Russian Federation that has a Christian heritage. Nor does it include the 
countries of Latin America that are now dominated by Christianity and are increasingly 
regarded as part of the Western World.  

Latin America was subjugated and Christianized by the sword with the blessing and under 
the authority of the Roman Catholic Church, while Russia, having watched Scandinavia 
suffer that fate avoided it by military and political manoeuvring and quietly accepting the 
process of Christianization. Under the church’s influence Russia was involved in abuses, 
notably intense anti-Semitism, together with the European colonial powers, but it has 
suffered and been oppressed and exploited dramatically at the hands of the dominant 
powers of the WWCB.  Thus, although its church plays a prominent role in global church 
affairs, the country’s alignment is with the World Majority Peoples, (WMP), and not the 
WWCB. Similarly the churches of Latin America contribute significantly to world church 
affairs, but as a bloc their countries are aligned increasingly with the WMP. 

The WMP consists of every nation and religious community outside that WWCB and, by 
virtue of the multiplicity of proselytizing and evangelical endeavours since the beginning of 
the European Colonial Era, there is a strong Christian presence in almost every country. It 
falls below seven percent of the population only in northern Africa and southern and eastern 
Asia, and in several countries of central and south-western Africa and Papua New Guinea it 
is reported to be above ninety percent.2 

There is no homogeneity in any of the Abrahamic faith communities, Christian, Jewish or 
Muslim, (although there is greater cohesion within the Jewish world community than either 
of the others), but efforts to generate cohesion within the Christian community through 
ecumenical ventures began a century ago and have been stepped up progressively under 
the influence of adverse reaction to its division, competition for adherents and attacks on its 
minority communities.  

                                                        
2 Conrad Hackett, Alan Cooperman, and Katherine Ritchey, "The Future of World Religions: Population 
Growth Projections, 2010-2050," (PEW Research Centre, 2015). 
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However, while religious heritage is the main identifying component in the amalgam that 
binds the WWCB it is not sufficient to influence countries that have a majority of Christians 
but are outside the WWCB to align themselves with the WWCB. Many factors, noted briefly 
here, are drawing them together in the WMP. 

* The determination of the WWCB countries to oppose and prevent any changes in the 
system of international trade, resource extraction and finance that will close the gap in 
socio-economic status between them and their former subjects, as in: i) rejection of moves 
to establish a New International Economic Order, (NIEO), in the wake of the Yom Kippur 
War and the petroleum-fuelled global economic crisis; ii) measures taken to undermine the 
series of sixteen resource producer associations that were established on the pattern of 
OPEC3; iii) measures taken to isolate the socialist Soviet Union, dislocate its economy and 
end the barter system that it set up with developing countries in the Group of 774 at the time 
of the NIEO negotiations5; iv) diversion of funds that were invested by OAPEC6 members 
with Western financial institutions with instructions that those funds were to be made 
available for programs in developing countries, into WWCB projects; v) resistance to 
providing international loan financing in place of direct foreign investment in resource 
extraction, transport and processing; vi) retention of a system of patents that seriously 
inhibits manufacturing developments outside the WWCB; vii) elevated transfer pricing and 
use of low tax regimes to ensure that profit from operations in non-WWCB countries does 
not stay with them. 
 
* Continued dominance of international organizations through structures and operating 
procedures designed to retain control within the WWCB, as in: i) the constitution of the 
United Nations 7 ; ii) the operations of the World Trade Organization, the International 
Monetary Fund and the World bank; iii) being bypassed or ignored in international 
discussions on matters of global importance. 

* The introduction of personal and communal conduct, sexual exhibitionism, dress, foul 
language and liquor consumption that has become widely accepted in the WWCB but that 
does not conform to recognized ethics and is foisted on communities through advertising, 
manipulative commercial practices and globalized foreign investment in major businesses, 
finance houses and franchise ventures that overpower traditional small businesses and are  
socially destabilizing, considered degrading, and deeply resented. These things are carried 
in as part of the Western Christian package, and no amount of talking will persuade people 
that such conduct is not acceptable to the churches. 

                                                        
3 Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, established September 1960. 
4 'Group of 77,' largest intergovernmental organization of developing nations in the United Nations, 
established June 1964, since expanded to 130 members. 
5 New International Economic Order 
6 Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries, established January 1968. 
7 Ian R. Fry, Trouble in the Triangle: Christians, Jews and Muslims in Conflict, 2 vols., vol. 2 (Fitzroy: 
Compton Arch, 2000/2). In 1947, at the time of the UN vote on the partition of Palestine WWCB countries 
represented 20% of the world population but held 68% of the votes, 39 of 58: 51% of the world population 
held 19 votes or 32%; and 29% of the world population was not represented and had no votes. 
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* Continued imposition of foreign military and communications bases support by WWCB 
countries for Israel in its confrontation with the Palestinian people when the consequent 
Balkanization of North Africa and Western Asia is having a devastating impact on them and 
neither the churches nor countries of the WWCB are capable of preventing persecution and 
genocidal attacks on Christians and people of minority faith status across the region.8 9 

To complement that outline of the two blocs, following an outline of the Global Council 
proposal, there are notes on the significance of ‘The Religious Question,’ some historical 
background to the current crises, and that it is important that people of all faiths should gain 
an appreciation of the community-specific covenantal relationships that have been revealed 
progressively over the past four thousand years. 

The Global Council on Religion, Culture and the Human Future 

1 The Proposal 

1.1 It is proposed that a Global Council on Religion, Culture and the Human Future 
(GCRCH) be established, independent of religious institutions, governments and political 
organizations, to initiate and support ongoing programs of research and the study of all 
matters of religion and culture that have, or might have, a bearing on the future of humanity.  

1.2 There is a need for additional or enhanced dialogue programs in many situations, but it 
is not proposed that the council have a dialogical function or replace or compete with bodies 
that organize inter-religious dialogue programs, except in a consultative or service capacity 
to assist or enhance the work of bodies that do undertake dialogue programs.  

1.3 Relationship to UN strategic objectives 

The proposal is consistent with the Strategic Objectives of UNESCO and its Major 
Programs for the period 2014 – 2021. Specifically it relates to  SO 6:  Supporting inclusive 
social development and promoting intercultural dialogue and the rapprochement of cultures, 
and MP III: Fostering social inclusion and intercultural dialogue through the social and 
human sciences. On that basis the negotiated support of UNESCO is assumed, so that the 
establishment and operation of the GCRCH would be an integral part of all programs of 
UNESCO and other instruments of the United Nations Organization that are directed 
towards sustainable world peace and development. 

2. Focus and Function 

2.1 It will have two short-term and three long-term focuses directed by a board and staffed 
by persons who are not responsible to or supported by a religious institution, government or 
political organization and are therefore fully independent.  

                                                        
8 Jane Corbin, "These May Be the Last Christians of the Middle East – Unless We Help," The Guardian, 15 
April 2015. 
9 Harriet Sherwood, "Christians Flee Growing Persecution in Africa and the Middle East," ibid., 13 January 
2016. 
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2.2.1 It will undertake research and prepare a range of publications to enable communities 
of all faiths to understand and to adjust to the inversion of authority that is taking place 
between the dominant White Western Christian Bloc of countries (WWCB) and the World’s 
Majority Peoples (WMP).  

2.2.2 It will identify, monitor and prepare publications on factors that have brought humanity 
to the current state of crisis centred on the State of Israel and its conflict with the Palestinian 
people, in order to focus world attention on, and discourage, policies and actions of 
constituent communities that pose an imminent threat to humanity’s long term existence. 

2.3.1 It will take a lead role in the development and implementation of globally accepted 
principals and programs to secure and enhance an environment in which humanity can live 
in harmony with stability and security, enabled to develop an understanding of matters of 
divinity, its relationship with, and its required response to, the ultimate authority: GOD. 

2.3.2 It will identify factors that have the potential to inhibit, prejudice or undermine the 
development of such stability and harmony, or that have the potential to generate friction 
and conflict within the human community so that they may be isolated and eliminated. 

2.3.3 It will provide a favourable professional environment in a multi-faith context so that 
leaders and scholars of world faiths and secular philosophies can meet to associate with 
and relate to the Council and its work; confer, study and research factors that have 
contributed to religion-related conflict that has prevented the achievement of stable world 
peace with justice and harmony; work together through individual faith groups or 
organizations towards such a peace with global understanding of the relationship between 
their different faiths and philosophies, and between humanity and the Divine. 

2.4 The board will determine whether collaboration with any particular centre of research, 
dialogue or training is appropriate and the nature and limits of such collaboration. 

3. Constitution and Siting 

The Council may be constituted in either of two ways.  As an incorporated umbrella body 
with the limited function of planning and coordinating programs that are organized and 
conducted by affiliated institutions that enjoy a similar level of independence. Constituted in 
this manner it need not have a permanent centre for operations and could be hosted by an 
existing institution.  Or as an incorporated centre-based institution that combines program 
implementation with planning and coordinating functions. Constituted in this manner it would 
have the status and require registration as a tertiary institution with a substantial permanent 
centre incorporating facilities for research, archives, library, conference and teaching at both 
undergraduate and post graduate levels.  

If it is established as an umbrella body, the council could be based in any country, provided 
it is not constrained by legal or cultural considerations. If it is established as a centre-based 
institution it is important that it be sited in a multicultural and multi-religious country that has 
experienced some level of inter-religious tension or conflict, provided it is not constrained by 
legal or cultural considerations. In either case Council’s funding must be sourced from 
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philanthropic organizations or donors who have no wish to influence its direction or 
programs.  

4. Programs 

The Council’s programs will include fields of activity and study that are not usually regarded 
as necessary or appropriate for an institution that has as its primary focus study, training or 
practice in a specific religion.  They may include socio-economic studies, law, and areas of 
medical practice and they will normally be compatible with the programs of institutions that 
are non-specific, inter-religious or general and have the level of independence noted above. 

Research and publishing projects will always involve teams of scholars recruited from not 
less than three faiths, supervised on a similar basis, but the focus of programs will vary and 
change from time to time according to circumstances and the nature and extent of conflict.  
In current circumstances in which Inter-religious disputation is a factor in every major 
conflict around the world, it is anticipated that the focus would be on the following matters. 

4.1 Research to document the evolution of world religion; the development of doctrine, 
dogma, policies and practices that have influenced the self-understandings of faith-based 
communities; the relationship between those self-understandings and conflict, and changes 
to doctrine, dogma and teaching relating to fundamental theological concepts that are 
necessary to enable people of all faiths to understand and respond to those relationships.  

4.2 The implementation of changes to doctrine, dogma, institutional constitutions and 
structures, teaching, practices and systems of discipline that are necessary to eliminate 
causes of conflict and to enable all people to understand the validity of all world faiths and 
to respond to their relationship with the Divine. 

The Significance of ‘The Religion Question’ 

There is nothing final and absolute about religion or relations between religions but major 
world religions are interrelated. They have each been established under divine influence, 
drawn from the experience and beliefs of those that originated before them, and have 
influenced those that have followed. They all teach that humanity is one and offer systems 
of ethics and guidelines to enable humanity to progress with peace, stability and security.  

In spite of that, humanity is wracked by perverse-religion-related conflict to the extent that 
its future is under threat, and every religion, whether it is regarded as aggressive or pacifist, 
is contributing to tension or conflict in one region, or in one manner, or another. Their 
circumstances indicate that the conflicts which will determine the immediate and long-term 
future of humanity involve communities of each of the Abrahamic faiths, Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam, but the conflicts that are currently the focus of world attention are 
between the two principal sub-streams of Islam: Sunni and Shia. Leaders of the White 
WWCB are eager to keep the focus that way. 

In reality the central fact of the Common Era is the establishment of the State of Israel. An 
understanding of the circumstances of that event, its consequences and the fact that now, 
66 years later, it is the primary consideration in the alignment on nations into two blocks, the 
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WWCB and the World Majority People, (WMP), must be understood to enable progress 
towards global peace and stability. This situation is an outcome of self-understandings, 
policies and conduct, (both personal and communal), of the three Abrahamic faiths, which 
have resulted from the development of creeds and dogma, their selective or deviant 
interpretation, and manipulation and exploitation of those matters. If world leaders do not 
act now, decisively, to correct the situation they will preside over the decline of humanity in 
circumstances with consequences, and at a rate that, even with the most advanced 
research techniques, can only be a matter of conjecture.  

Their critical self-understandings and their fear of the consequences of a reassessment are 
such that corporate leaders of communities and powers in which governance, legal and 
commercial systems are linked with their religious heritage are trapped in a bind. In 
particular they fear a decline in confidence in their religious institutions, teachings and 
clergy, a dramatic rise in the demands of pastoral care for their adherents and the impact on 
their teaching and research staff. Thus they are unable to rise above their community’s 
commonly perceived “national interest,” and they cannot ignore it to redirect national policy 
so that they can accommodate changing majority-minority relationships and disengage from 
conflict in the interests of global harmony and security.  

To break out of that bind they must understand humanity’s place in evolutionary history, the 
development of systematic religion, communal and individual self-understanding, practice 
and conduct.  In particular they must recognize the progressive revelation of the nature and 
implications of the covenantal relationships between humanity and the Divine.  God. They 
must then be able to carry their complex constituencies along the same path. 

Historical background 

Charts 1 and 2, following, indicate the context in which human evolution, existence, history 
and future must be considered. In a universe that came into existence about 14 billion years 
ago and in which our earliest Hominid progenitors lived about seven million years ago, the 
first ‘modern human,’ species, Homo sapiens, appeared only about 200,000 years ago. 
From an estimated mere four million at the end of the most recent ice age, the human 
population had reached about 27 million at the time of Abraham and about 390 million at the 
start of the European Colonial Era. It is now a staggering 7.4 billion and, according to 
current UN estimates, could peak above eleven billion between one and two hundred years 
from now, c.2100-2200, (a mere four to eight generations), before settling to a somewhat 
lower plateau, say ten billion plus or minus a margin.  

Current understanding is that planet earth is likely to be habitable with resources to sustain 
Homo sapiens for up to 400 or 500 million years, subject to some assumptions.  Further 
genetic species evolution, consistent with the pattern of the past two million years can be 
anticipated, together with environmental changes, and consumption levels must be tailored 
on the basis of the real needs of seven to ten billion people and not the extravagant 
demands made by the dominant WWCB during the Twentieth Century, and non-WWCB 
countries that have taken full advantage of the WWCB’s demands for petroleum and 
mineral resources. Thus there is absolutely no logic in, or justification for, either the frenetic 
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competitive push for non-renewable resources or the diversion of those resources in a 
fanciful effort to plant a human colony on some far-distant planet. This requires us to 
concentrate our efforts on gaining a plausible understanding of the Divine intention for 
humanity as a unit within the entirety of creation.  
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Chart 3 provides a chronology of humanity’s path towards an understanding of its 
relationship with a greater power, the evolution of systematic religion and the revelation of 
the concept and implications of divine covenant. It identifies three phases in that process; 
three principal streams of understanding and faith, and five epochs in the revelation of 
divine covenant.  

The first phase extends from the earliest migrations of Homo sapiens from Africa to 
Europe, c. 100,000 BP, during the early stages of tribal living, to c.4000 BP. There is no 
evidence of divine influence in the thinking of communal leaders during that period, 
although some claimed direct contact with ‘the gods.’ 

The second phase, covering two millennium to c.2000 BCE, opens with the earliest 
evidence of a divine power influencing human thinking in the beliefs of Australia’s Aboriginal 
communities, and the development of oral Vedic traditions in the Indus region.  

As the population in food-bowl regions of West Asia grew, self-sufficient settled agriculture 
gave way to urban centres with regional trading patterns and competition for leadership. 
Some introduced codes to encourage stability. Others adopted brutal tactics, destruction of 
their competitors’ cities and near-elimination of their people. Unbridled continuation of such 
conduct would have made stability in human affairs impossible. In such circumstances the 
third phase opened with the command to Abraham to establish a new community that 
would become a blessing to all humanity. The oral record of that command and Abraham’s 
response is the earliest evidence of direct divine intervention in human affairs that is 
accepted by each of the Abrahamic faiths. We are still in that phase. 

The three streams of current religion that can properly claim divine initiation are Stream 
ONE, Hinduism, the evolving successor to the Vedic tradition, and the remnant of the 
Australian Aboriginal community;10 Stream TWO, the Abrahamic faiths that have divided 
into a series of three linked sub-streams; and Stream THREE, an Axial Age complex of a 
number of religions and philosophies.  

Stream TWO is differentiated from the other streams by the divine covenants that were 
imposed on its sub-streams as they were called into existence successively. It originated as 
Yahwism with Abraham’s immediate family, tribal community and descendants as its 
foundation when he responded to the command already noted. However family disputation 
and failure by a grandson, Jacob, (renamed Israel by divine decree), to properly honour the 
obligations of the divine covenant when leadership was entrusted to him, resulted in a 
command to a successor, Moses, through whom Sub-stream, ONE, the Israelite religion, 
was established on the basis of a revised Covenant of Sinai, the Mosaic Covenant. In the 
hope of stability its people established a kingdom c.1050 BCE. When stability was not 
achieved it divided into the kingdoms of Judah and Israel. Descendants of Abraham other 
than through Jacob were to continue to follow Yahwism, but after some time it ceased to 
exist as an identifiable stream due, it appears, to integration with neighbouring communities. 

 

                                                        
10 Australia’s Aboriginal belief system is recovering but is not included here in Stream One.   
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About eighteen hundred years after Abraham and nine hundred years after Moses, the 
Hasmonean Dynasty contravened of one of its basic covenantal obligations. It enforced 
male circumcision to Judaize regions that were captured during its war of liberation from 
Hellenistic Seleucid imperial authority. Hebrew prophets had been influential in guiding and 
interpreting the life of their Israelite community ever since the events of Sinai, but their 
influence became more important with the establishment of the kingdom and continued until 
the failure of the Hasmonean Dynasty.  

The Critical Concept: Divine Covenant. 

An understanding of the nature, obligations, consequences and wider implications of divine 
covenant developed steadily with the experience of the Hebrew people and reached 
maturity with the nadir of the nation under the Hasmonean Kingdom, but a mature 
understanding was never set out in the Tanakh.  A compilation.11 has been prepared from 
eight clusters of seventy writings from the tenth to the first centuries BCE Details are 
available through the footnote website reference, but, In brief, it is as follows. 

A divine covenant is not an agreement. It is invoked by God and is non-negotiable, 
inescapable and perpetual in application and operation, and thus will never be revoked or 
annulled. It is cyclical, not static, and the relationship between God and the community or 
individual, and the phase of the cycle that is current, depend entirely on the response and 
conduct of the party concerned.  

A covenant has five principal aspects: a divine call or command by which the covenant is 
identified; a divine undertaking or promise that is conditional upon the community acting on 
linked obligations, and one obligation that is common to all three Abrahamic communities; 
to inculcate values consistent with the requirements of the One Supreme Being to enable its 
neighbours to live in perpetual harmony with stability and security, and to acknowledge the 
One Supreme Being. Other obligations that apply only to one community are linked with a 
role that may be identified together with the call or command, or may be recognized 
circumstantially. The penal clause may involve divine judgment and a penalty for rejection 
of an obligation, or failure to adhere to it, Each aspect applies to the community as a whole 
and individuals who comprise the community or who adhere to its systems and policies.    

The Third Stream 

Concurrent with the long period of Hebrew prophetic reflection, several spiritual leaders in 
the same region of West Asia were inspired to establish systems of ethics and communal 
conduct for their people to live by. They had no reason to know about, or to pay any regard 
to, the self-understanding or role of the struggling and confused Israelite community, or any 
reason to have thought about the concept of divine covenant. They were Zoroaster, (in 
close proximity), Confucius, the Buddha, and the founder of Jainism.  Similarly, in the highly 
polytheist culture of Greece, a series of Greek philosophers from Homer to Epicurus, were 

                                                        
11 Ian R. Fry, "Dialogue between Christians, Jews and Muslims:The Concept of Covenant as Basis" 
(Practical Theology Research, MCD University of Divinity, 2012 - www.globethics.net.gtl ). Chapter Three 
and Appendix O. 
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inspired to explore the problematic relationships between divinity and mortals and to 
consider systems of ethics and morality that could, or should, be acted on instead of relying 
on sacred objects and rituals and without dependence on a divine ‘other being.’    

Together, those two bands comprise the Axial Age religious and philosophical thinkers, and 
constitute Stream THREE of contemporary organizations or communities that have a 
common task: to identify and encourage patterns of conduct that will enable humanity to 
enjoy perpetual harmony, stability and security. Thus, as chart 3 shows, at the time of the 
Hasmonean failure there were guidelines for humans to live by from the teachings of 
streams One, Two A and Three that would satisfy the divine intentions that had been made 
known to Stream Two A without those people being aware of them or being able to 
anticipate retribution for wrongdoing. 

Stream Two divides 

However in the wake of the Hasmonean transgression, Jesus of Nazareth also received 
and responded to a divine command: to lead a movement for reform.  The outcome was the 
establishment of parallel covenanted Sub-stream TWO B: Christianity. One might think that 
two partners would surely be sufficient to work through the task, but the Church’s leadership 
also failed to honour a basic covenantal obligation. When it abused its acquired political 
power and attempted to eliminate Judaism at the beginning of the seventh century a third 
sub-stream, Two C, Islam, came into being when the Prophet Muhammad responded to a 
command to lead a further reform movement and to call the communities of Judaism and 
Christianity to return to proper recognition and worship of God.  

There were then three covenanted communities required to work in parallel, as partners, 
each subject to the same basic obligation. This is confirmed by Jesus’ insistence that 
although Israel had failed to honour its covenantal obligations the Mosaic Covenant would 
continue to govern the relationship between Israel and God, and that it would also be the 
basis of all divine covenants. It is further confirmed by words attributed to Jesus: “Do not 
think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfil,” (Mt 5:13-20); and “occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to anyone 
through whom they come,” (Lk 17:1-2).  
 
Thus the New Covenant that Jesus commanded his followers to accept is fundamentally the 
same as the Mosaic Covenant, but they were not to inherit the territory of Canaan as a 
base. They were to go throughout the world, teaching people to obey his commandments, 
and making disciples of all nations, and they were not subject to rigid religious practices as 
a means of identification as were the People Israel.  
    
Confirmation of covenants through a series of epochs 

Chart 3 also shows the end of each epoch and the critical factor that triggered the next. 
First epoch: The Hasmonean Kingdom’s contravention of the Mosaic Covenant by its abuse 
of the exclusive practice of circumcision. Second epoch: The Church’s abuse of authority 
and failure to honour its covenantal relationship with Judaism. Third epoch: a complex of 
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covenantal abuses by the church, culminating in the twin papal bulls Dum Diversas and 
Romanus Pontifex that authorised every abuse of the traumatic European Colonial Era: 
slavery, exploitation, theft.  

The Fourth epoch closed with the Balfour Declaration that involved transgression by two 
political bodies, the World Zionist Organization and the British Government, acting in the 
interests of Jewish and Christian populations and transgressing against communities of 
their partner faith, Islam, with complete disregard for their obligations. The dual intention 
behind that declaration was to establish a Jewish State and avoid the defeat of Britain in 
World War One. Both aims were accomplished, but the penal consequences included the 
Shoa, dismantling of the British Empire and, ultimately, anticipated castigation by those 
affected by the inversion of authority relationships between the WWCB and the WMP.  

The Cliff-face Challenge of Exponential Population Growth 

During the seven centuries after the triangle of covenanted faiths was established, their 
national and religious leaders knew very little about the global community of which they 
were part, or the size of the planet. However, Chart 4 shows that they were well established 
long before they reached the challenge of cliff-face exponential population growth where 
they were to act on their common obligation. They were to ensure that before the population 
peaks and settles at a plateau all humanity is prepared to live in harmony, with resources 
distributed equitably, with stability and security in a communal environment free of conflict, 
and enabled to appreciate and respond to their relationship with the Divine. Unfortunately 
this chart shows that they have made an absolute botch of the task until now. 

The Central Fact of the Common Era, and the focal point of world crisis, the establishment 
of the State of Israel in 1948 that came about as a consequence of the broken relationship 
between the Christian Church and the Jewish community is highlighted and critical steps in 
the ladder up the cliff face to that event, and subsequently, are clearly identified. 

The extent and the nature of the environmental abuse and crises that our successors must 
offset are illustrated in this related time chart, 4B.Together, these charts illustrate the 
challenging and critical fact that humanity has already climbed two thirds of the way to the 
anticipated critical population peak and we do not have four thousand years to prepare for 
it, as at the start of Phase Two. It is not more than one or two hundred years ahead of us.  

Today’s teenagers must be prepared to carry the burden of determining a stable, 
harmonious course for humanity as it struggles with the trauma of offsetting the abuse of 
resources and finding alternatives, but it is our generation that must help them by resolving 
the current crises. We cannot waste time before setting up the Global Council on Religion, 
Culture and the Human Future.  

Back-track to the Seventh century. There might not have been a need for a third 
covenanted body if the church had understood and been committed to the mature Hebrew 
understanding of covenant and had not committed itself instead to the imperial prohibition of 
Judaism and enforced persecution of those who sought to avoid the church in 609 CE. 
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Similarly, if Jews and Christians had remained committed to the foundational teachings of 
their faiths and avoided conflict with their neighbours, the critical Qur’anic prophecy, the 
Night Journey, (notes following), may have remained unconfirmed by the genocidal 
demolition of Europe’s Jewish community in the Shoa, and the absolute catastrophe of 
World War Two. However, as it was activated, the people of all faiths can reflect on the 
demonstration of the clear relationship between obligation, sin, divine judgement and 
penalty in each community-specific covenant. If they had remained faithful to their 
covenantal obligations that passage could have remained, for them, a little-understood and 
ignored guideline for conduct with its statement about penalties for sin that was contrary to 
the pre-Reformation church’s teaching about salvific penance and indulgences, and post-
Reformation teaching that Jesus promised and delivered unqualified forgiveness of sins.  

The Night Journey invites us to look very carefully at the Balfour Declaration, the Shoa, the 
establishment of the State of Israel, and the inversion of relationships between the WWCB 
and the WMP. The relevant passages can be interpreted in simple language as follows. 

Israel has been warned that significant transgression is followed by appropriate 
punishment. It has been told that twice it would do mischief on the earth, and twice it 
would be punished.  The first time, servants given to terrible warfare were sent against 
Israel, but after that it was granted a return to favour under the covenant. The second 
time, Israel’s enemies were permitted to enter the Temple as they had before, with 
destruction of all that fell into their power. [Then the key sentence, quoted.] “It may be 
that your Lord may (yet) show Mercy unto you; but if ye revert (to your sins), We shall 
revert (to Our punishments): And we have made Hell a prison for those who reject (all 
Faith) …  “        From (S. 17 A. 2-10)  

The Night Journey does two things. Firstly it confirms the mature Hebrew understanding of 
the relationship between sin, judgement and retribution in the operation of the covenantal 
penal clause. Secondly it confirms the pivotal role of the total Jewish community – the 
People Israel – in exemplifying the relationship between God and humanity. An aspect of 
the covenant that is usually overlooked because it is disconcerting to consider is that the 
imposed obligation or role may be varied, or a new one may be introduced, at the point in 
the covenantal cycle following the imposition of a penalty. The normal or anticipated pattern 
of the cycle after an initial period of stability is –  

TRANSGRESSION > PENALTY > REPENTANCE > RECOMPENSE > RETURN TO 
FAVOUR 

In current circumstances the sequence of events indicates that the emphasis in Israel’s role 
has changed from exemplifying the point in the covenantal cycle at which the covenanted 
party may return to favour in that sequence, to exemplifying the manner in which the cycle 
may change to –   

TRANSGRESSION > PENALTY > INACTION > REVISED ROLE > RECOGNITION OF 
THAT ROLE > REPENTANCE > FULFILMENT OF THAT ROLE > RETURN TO FAVOUR 
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The current role of Israel as a people is that of a catalyst or the ‘meat in the sandwich’ in a 
three-stage process that has, first, aligned the majority of non-Western countries against it 
during the period of coercion to establish the State of Israel in 1948; second, reinvigorated 
and raised the status of Islam through the outcomes of the Yom Kippur War in 1973; and 
third, initiated the inversion in authority relationships between the WWCB and the WMP. 
The context for that inversion is the ongoing confrontation between the US-led ‘alliance 
against terror,’ and those affected by the measures taken by the US and Israel to prevent 
the establishment of a Palestinian state in 1987, the first Iraq war in 1991 and the ‘War on 
Terror’ since the events in retaliation on ‘9/11’ 2001.  

The theological interpretation of that inversion is that it is the imposition of the covenantal 
penal clause on the WWCB for its gross transgressions against its neighbours over an 
extended period. That imposition corresponds very closely to the periods of covenantal 
penalty that the people Israel experienced during the prophetic era and which enabled their 
prophets to develop a mature understanding of the nature and implications of divine 
covenant.  

The critical stages 

First: 1948. From 1945, when the world became aware of the scale of the tragedy of the 
Shoa, the lack of action by the Allies to prevent the extermination program, and that it 
occurred because of the Christian churches’ anti-Semitism, the WWCB was swept by pangs 
of guilt and sympathy that resulted in support for the partition of Palestine as reparations for 
Hitler’s ‘Final Solution.’ However, although the United Nations had been constituted by the 
wartime victors in such a manner that the West retained control of world affairs, the partition 
plan would not have passed the Assembly without the use of blackmail.  

Zionist officials confronted Mr Nelson Rockefeller, (later Vice President), with evidence of 
his complicity in actions by units of the Standard Oil conglomerate that a US Federal Judge, 
said could be considered to be the actions of an enemy national. He was given the options 
of a court action against him or using his influence to swing votes in favour of partition.12 He 
chose the latter and applied pressure on the governments of a number of Latin American 
countries to change their votes.  They did, and the partition plan was adopted.13 

Second: 1973. When the Yom Kippur War between Arab countries and Israel erupted in 
October, it became the trigger for a resurgence in the status and influence of Islam, 
enabling Muslim leaders to demonstrate that they honour their Qur’anic obligations, and 
also the inversion of authority relationships between the WWCB and the WMP. In 
succession, Iraq nationalized US oil assets to apply pressure in support of the Arab 
campaign; the US retaliated by cutting oil supplies to Europe with the message ‘support 
Israel against the Arabs or pay the price;’ Arab countries cut production; President Nixon 
ordered massive arms re-supply for Israel; an armistice was agreed on October 24; but 

                                                        
12 Aarons, Mark & John Loftus. The Secret War Against the Jews, {Melbourne: William Heinemann, 1994] 
pp.169-70 
13 ibid. p.170. Brazil, Haiti, Nicaragua, Bolivia, Ecuador. Argentina, Colombia, El Salvador 
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OPEC, disillusioned by US manipulation of the oil industry, imposed a major price increase 
from January 1974, and three years of world economic and political instability followed. 

The increased flow of funds to the Muslim Arab oil producing countries enabled them to 
offer direct development assistance to disadvantaged countries. Between 1970 and 1980, 
direct aid for hospital, school, university, and mosque construction, welfare services, and 
general budget support to offset the burden of high oil prices, increased 23 fold from 
$US0.4 billion to $US9.1 billion.14.  The status of Islam and its influence rose strongly.  

Third: 1987. Recognizing that the Intifada reflected Israel’s oppression of the Palestinians, 
King Hussein announced that Jordan was renouncing its claims to the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem to enable the PLO to approach the UN for statehood. When the US and Israel 
undermined that approach President Saddam Hussein or Iraq sought the cooperation o 
other Arab states to confront Israel; US intervention again prevented that; Hussein 
attempted to force the issue by occupying Kuwait to cut off petroleum supplies to the US; 
misjudged the situation, and the US was able to justify an invasion of Iraq, and the resulting 
war was over in one week, August 24 to September 1, 1991. 

The level of regional conflict rose and fell until September 11, 2001 when al-Qaeda 
coordinated retaliatory attacks on several points in the US, notably New York’s World Trade 
Centre. The consequences of the economic and political turmoil resulting from the 
continuing US ‘War on Terror’ have been increasing Western trade dependence on China, 
India and other non-Western countries, and the coalescing of the WMP around the BRICS 
Group, with progressive changes being made to world trade and finance systems.  

Now, as the US and Israel are seen to be collaborating in the ‘Balkanization’ of North Africa 
and West Asia in order to protect Israel’s interests, US influence is declining15 and support 
for its policies in the Middle East in waning in France, Germany, Australia and other 
countries of the alliance.  In addition the US has lost its bid to control natural gas flows from 
Turkmenistan to the Arabian Sea; Afghanistan, Pakistan and India are to share the flow 
through the TAPI pipeline funded by the Asian Development Bank 16 ; China-Africa 
cooperation17 and China-Middle East cooperation are entering a new phase, and the US 
dollar is losing its dominance as a reserve currency.18  

The conflict involving the Sunni and Shia wings of Islam and the conduct of ISIS or Daesh 
have raised security concerns throughout the WWCB and have become a distraction from 
the critical role of the State of Israel in the global crisis such that British Prime Minister 

                                                        
14 Shireen Hunter, Opec and the Third World (London: Croom Helm, 1984), 178. 

15 Steven Simon and Jonathan Stevenson, "The End of Pax Americana: Why Washington’s Middle East 
Pullback Makes Sense," Foreign Affairs November-December (2015). 
16 PTI Indian Express, "Tapi Gas Pipeline Project: Turkmenistan Starts Work on Gas Link to Afghanistan, 
Pak, India " The Indian Express, 14 December 2015 2015. 
17 Abayomi Azikiwe, "China-Africa Cooperation: Economic and Geopolitical Implications,"  Global Research 
E-Newsletter (2015), globalresearch.co. 
18 Rakesh Krishan Simha, "Currency Dictatorship. The Struggle to End Us Dollar Hegemony," ibid. (2016), 
http://www.globalresearch.ca/currency-dictatorship-the-struggle-to-end-us-dollar-hegemony/5501829. 
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Cameron has said the UK must remain in the European Union to strengthen ‘the West’ 
against a resurgent Russia and radical Islamic states, and that Britain’s relationship with the 
United States is no longer the ‘special relationship’ that it was. However, regardless of those 
complications, the focus of the WMP’s coalescence around the BRICS Group is firmly on 
the Israel-Palestine conflict. That focus is being maintained and sharpened by the policy of 
Israel’s Netanyahu government in strengthening its opposition to a two-state solution of the 
Israel-Palestine conflict, and a number of matters have to be considered.  

On May 21, 2015, while the French Foreign Minister was in Israel pressing for a two-state 
peace solution, Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Hotovely, instructed Israel’s diplomats via a 
video-conference to justify their opposition to a Palestinian state on biblical grounds. She 
said the Torah opens with the story of creation so if the nations of the world come and tell 
you that you are occupiers, you must respond that all of the land belonged to the creator of 
the world and when he wanted to, he took from them and gave to us. “It’s important to say 
[that] this land is ours. All of it is ours. We didn’t come here to apologize for that,” she said.19  

In doing so the Minister placed covenantal theology right back in the centre of the debate 
where Rabbi Löwenstamm said it should not be. Such is the situation in which we must 
consider why the establishment of the State of Israel – which the church insisted could not 
and should not happen20 – is the Central Fact of the Common Era, its impact and the years 
ahead. 

Judaism’s political base, the State of Israel, is home to an estimated five million to 5.5 
million Jews.  That is much fewer than the six to seven million living in the USA.  In addition 
about three million live in other countries, raising the total Jewish population to between 
13.5 and 15.5 million adherents worldwide. It may seem remarkable that a faith community 
that accounts for a mere one fifth of one percent of the global population, that unlike its 
partner Abrahamic faiths does not actively evangelize or seek converts through 
proselytizing, and that is scattered around the world is playing such a pivotal role in the 
global human future.  

This situation serves to draw our attention to the series of policies and actions by nations 
and religious communities over a long period that brought the State of Israel into being and 
that confirms and illustrates critical prophetic understandings from within each of the 
covenanted Abrahamic faiths. In sequence they are: 

* The mature understanding of the attributes and nature of divine covenant developed by 
the Hebrew prophets. 

* Recognition of the existence of the Universal Covenant to which all humanity is subject, 
whether ‘people of the Book’, of other faiths, (notably the Australian Indigenous, Vedic and 
Axial Age streams that are all legitimate), or of no recognized faith at all.  

                                                        
19 Ravid, Barak. "Quoting Medieval Talmudic Scholar, Deputy Fm Tells Israeli Diplomats: This Is Our 

Land." Haaretz, 21 May 2015. 
20 Thomas F. Stransky, "A Catholic Views Zionism and the State of Israel - Part I," Franciscan Custody of 
the Holy Land, http://198.62.75.1/www1/ofm/mag/MAen9901.html. 
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* A clear understanding of judgement and redemption from the Qur’anic Night Journey. 

* Maimonides’ interpretation of the circumstances in which a Jewish people would return to 
their ancestral homeland in Canaan, and the consequences.  

* Finally, the prophetic understanding in the Book of Mormon that if Christian communities 
repent of their transgressions they will be numbered among God’s people, but if they do not, 
Israel will be an instrument to “tread them down,” Jerusalem will be redeemed, the Lord’s 
arm will have been seen by all nations, and Salvation shall reach the ends of the earth. 21  

That understanding is consistent with the perpetual and irrevocable community-specific 
covenants under which Judaism, Christianity and Islam must, and will, illustrate through 
their conduct and relationships with neighbours what God expects of all peoples, as well as 
the overriding Universal Covenant that binds all humanity to God. 

Thus there is no better time than now, as we experience the early stages of the inversion of 
relationships between the White Western Christian Bloc and the World Majority Peoples, to 
establish a Global Council on Religion, Culture and the Human Future. 

                                                        
21 The Book of Mormon 3 Nephi 16:15. 
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