
 

 
Australia and Victoria 

Legally known as: 
The World Conference of Religions for Peace 
Australia, Inc.   ABN 49 320 161 142 
PO Box 1383 Carlton, Victoria. 3053  
Email: wcrpaust@iinet.net.au 

 

DRAFT MINUTES ( as Sept 30 2013) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2013 

Religions for Peace, Australia (and Victoria) Inc. 

 (RSVP to wcrpaust@iinet.net.au by 1st May if possible)  

 

Sunday 2-5.15 pm 5th May 2013  

 

Shri Shiva Vishnu Temple (Hindu) 

52 Boundary Rd, Carrum Downs,  

Melbourne  
(Melways 98 D10 check web site for map and more details) 

 

*47 km from Flinders Street Station (40 minutes to one hour drive via freeway)  
 

Directions 

Take Eastlink past Dandenong  

Bear left at Eastlink, Keysborough 

Bear left at Thompson Rd Exit, Carrum Downs 

Bear left at Thompson Rd, Carrum Downs 

At the roundabout - take the 3rd exit onto Frankston-Dandenong Rd, Carrum Downs 

Turn right at Wedge Rd, Carrum Downs 

Continue along Boundary Rd, Carrum Downs 

Arrive at Boundary Rd, Carrum Downs 

Attendance:  Des Cahill, Maria Cahill, Sue Ennis, Jo Elvins, Weston Elvins, Joan Daw, 

Helen Summers, Terry Sussmilch, Gerard English, Peggy Page, James Page, Laila Najjar, 

Chris Purnell, Gurdarshan Singh Gill.   

 

Apologies: Josie Lacey, Ann Aisatullin, Dean SahuKhan, Patricia Blundell, Ros 

Goodsell, Mike Cleary, Bridget Walsh, Bishop Philip Huggins, Di Hirsch, Joyce Rebeiro, 

Virginia Burns. 

 

1. Welcome to Country: Joan Daw; Hindu sacred reading from the Bhagavad Gita by 

Mr Raj Chari Vice President.    

 

2. Welcome: Professor Desmond Cahill thanked Mr Chari and the Hindu Society for 

hosting us and explained the format of the meeting. There would be a tour around the 

Museum to which there are three parts, then a visit of the temple. 

 

3. Minutes of the last meeting:  Chris Parnell moved they be accepted and Joan Daw 

seconded. 

 

4. Chairperson’s report: Prof Des Cahill Des circulated his annual report to which 

there were two audiences – Australia and Religions for Peace Asia. 
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Included in the report were the results of the last census to show how Australia is 

changing.  The figures show that our work is considerably more important because 

Australia is truly multifaith.   

 

RfP new Constitution was passed last year and has been put into place paying attention 

to the interstate groups and paying more attention to the national body.  However, we 

need to make more changes due to new legislation with respect to charities and not-for-

profit organisations.  There are now 600,000 not-for-profit organisations.  Sue and Des 

are working on the constitution and will bring it back to next year’s meeting.  Legal 

advice will be needed.  There will be Commonwealth, then State legislation.   

 

Canberra Interfaith Forum:  Des went to meet this very active group, helped by James 

Haire.   

 

Activities of other state branches:  Terry Sussmilch gave news of Tasmania, which 

included conducting the Interfaith Gathering for Human Rights Week December 2012 

and a gathering entitled Sharing our Sacred Journeys and Pilgrimages at the Multifaith 

Centre at UTAS to celebrate International Interfaith Harmony Day in February 2013.  

Sue had received reports from all state representatives. 

 

5. Treasurer’s report: Mrs Jo Elvins 

New requirements under Associations Reform Act for last year requires signatures of 

committee members to go with the statement on the back.  More formalities are involved 

which Sue and Jo will complete by 30 June.  The statement has not been audited.  Our 

constitution requires auditing but the new legislation doesn’t require it.  There was 

discussion about whether RfP can change what we want to do this year or whether we 

should go ahead with an audit.  There was uncertainty about whether there would be new 

federal requirements.  As long as we are registered under Victorian law, we won’t be 

required under Federal law.  Des wants to seek legal advice.  Last year it wasn’t possible 

to have an audit because of the situation with respect to the illness of the Treasurer and 

the statement was accepted by Consumer Affairs.  Perhaps we can do the same again.   

 

Des says we have gone over budget and have had to draw on extras because of the RI 

issues.  There were a lot of people on the books that hadn’t taught for years and their 

names have now been culled.  This is the main reason we have gone over budget.  The 

Dept of Ed requirements have increased.  Last year there were 33 registrations for the 

Islamic faith.  Accumulated funds – our income revenue for that year was $17,036 

dollars.  Our expenditure was $28,000.   

 

Jo moved a motion that we don’t go ahead with an audit.   

Chris seconded the motion that we adopt the treasurer’s report.   

Sue asked if that was legal and whether we could hold the audit in three months.  How 

were the other states to be included?  However, our constitution that says we have to 

have the audit, perhaps pending the advice we are seeking.  Jo said it would cost us 

several hundred dollars at a time we have very little money.  Des thought we should 

have an audit because it is in the constitution.  Jo withdrew her motion.  

 

Motion: Adoption of the financial statement subject to audit by Peter Cook and the 

appointment of Peter Cook as auditor for the next year.   Moved, Des, seconded Chris.   

 

Des will need to authorise the cheques and invoices were approved.  Audits have been 

done in an honorary capacity in the past.  Sue will go through the minutes and authorise 

that.  We already have an auditor.  This is Peter Cook. 

 

RfP will co-opt a person to act as assistant treasurer. 



 

6. Interstate representatives’ /associates and other reports: 

Apologies were received from the following Representatives.  Sue has reports of 

activities from all the states: 

- ACT Mr Dean Sahu Khan 

- NSW   Ms Josie Lacey  

- QLD    Sr Dr Patricia Blundell RSM  

- SA       Ms Ann Aisatullin  

- Tas      Ms Therese Sussmilch 

Terry was the only interstate representative present and reported the following events in 

Tasmania: RfP Tas was again invited by the Human Rights Week Committee to organise 

the Human Rights Week Interfaith Gathering, which was held at the Friends Meeting 

House on Sunday December 9 2012.  The Keynote speaker was the Acting Abbot of the 

Tibetan Buddhist Palpung Institute, Ven Lama Tsewang.  Tas branch also organised a 

day-long event at the new Multifaith Centre of UTAS, entitled Sharing our Pilgrimages 

and Sacred Journeys, which was opened by Aunty Eva Richardson, who spoke about her 

pilgrimage to Uluru, and Fr. Michael Tate, who spoke of his time in the Vatican. 

 

6.aWeb Master- Mr Chris Parnell 

Chris submitted his report which included statistics of how many people are visiting the 

site and where they are from.  Those interested in interfaith worldwide are constantly 

watching the site.  RfP have applied for funding to rebuild the website from Vic 

Multicultural Commission.  It is hoped that in the future, Video dialogues can be 

prepared.   

 

RfP also applied for funding for an Interfaith car rally to Shepparton and Castlemaine.  

 

Laila spoke about the effect of VCAT’s decision on the volunteers.  The names of 

inactive volunteers are being culled from the list.  PD sessions are continuing in May and 

September.  

 

6.b Code of Conduct  

Des circulated the Draft Code of conduct.   

Changes suggested at the Executive meeting were made to the originals.  

Chris moved acceptance of the Code and Helen seconded.  It will be reviewed on an 

annual basis.  Des sent it to the Department of Education but didn’t receive a response.  It 

is to be circulated to members and should be attached to constitution.  There was 

discussion about whether there should be two separate codes, one for members of RfP 

and one for RI Volunteer Instructors.  The decision was made to try the one this year, and 

review for next year. 

 

7. Election of the Australian Committee 

 

 

Des was nominated for Chair and elected unopposed. 

Sue Ennis was nominated for Secretary and elected unopposed. 

Jo Elvins was nominated for Treasurer and elected unopposed, with the proviso that an 

assistant Treasurer be co-opted to support Jo. 

Helen was nominated as a member of the Committee and elected. 

Joan was nominated as a member of the Committee and elected.  

Caesar d’Mello was nominated and elected as a member of the Committee.   

Ian Fry was nominated and elected as a member of the Committee.   

Dean was nominated and elected as the representative for Canberra. 

Josie was nominated and elected as the representative for NSW. 

Terry was nominated and elected as the representative for Tasmania. 



Ann was nominated and elected as the representative for SA  

Concerns were raised about strengthening the Queensland RfP branch. Dr Patricia 

Blundell had achieved much over many years, especially with regards to the women’s 

Network.  It was agreed that Des Cahill work to support Patricia and strengthen the 

RfP’s work.  

 

Terry didn’t renominate as Vice-Chair in case Ann or Josie wanted to the opportunity to 

play the Vice-Chair’s role. Terry is willing to renominate depending on what the others 

choose to do.  Des said to leave the matter of Vice-Chair to the committee. 

   

8. Election of the Victorian Committee. 

Des was nominated for Chair and elected unopposed. 

Sue Ennis was nominated for Secretary and elected unopposed. 

Jo Elvins was nominated for Treasurer and elected unopposed, with the proviso that an 

assistant Treasurer be co-opted to support Jo. 

Helen was nominated as a member of the Committee and elected. 

Joan was nominated as a member of the Committee and elected.  

Caesar d’Mello was nominated and elected as a member of the Committee.   

Ian Fry was nominated and elected as a member of the Committee.   

 

 

9. Other business 

None 

 

3.45-4pm Afternoon Tea 

4-5.15 pm Tour of the Gandhi Museum and the Temple 

 

Minute Taker: Terry Sussmilch 


